
Honorable Service - Moral Obligation 
 

The American Legion 
 

 
 
 

          For God and Country 
 

MINUTES OF THE DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 21, 2017, AT WALTER L. FOX POST #2, DOVER, DE 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
At 11:00 AM, the Department Executive Committee was called to order by Department 
Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser. 
 

OPENING CEREMONIES 
 

Opening ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies with 
Wayne Hicks, Chaplain, offering the Opening Prayer.  Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser declared 
the Department Executive Committee meeting regularly convened. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos. 
  

Department Officers Name 7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21    

Commander Jeffrey Crouser P P P P
1st Vice-Commander MaryAnna Moderhak P P P P
2nd Vice-Commander James H. Stewart P P E P
Adjutant Richard J. Santos P P P P
Assistant Adjutant Robert Michael P P P P
Finance Officer John A. Endres P P P P
Judge Advocate Davis Wright E
Asst. Judge Advocate Dennis Dinneen
Chaplain R. Wayne Hicks P P P P
Service Officer Joseph Houghton P P P P
Historian Richard Benedict P P P P
Sergeant-At-Arms Michael Havel P P P P
Past Dept. Commander James Gallagher P
Past Dept. Commander Robert Michael P P P P
Past Dept. Commander John A. Endres P P P P
 
 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 

Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail: adjutant@delegion.org 
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Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos (Continued): 
 

7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21

National Officers Name

ANEC/NEC John A. Endres P P P P
ANEC Robert Michael  P P P
NEC Kenneth Whitman P

District Commanders   

New Castle District Edward Colaprete P P E
Kent District Owen Cole P P P P
Sussex District James Lafferty P P P P

District Vice-Commanders

New Castle District Paul Smith
Kent District Stephen Burge P
Sussex District Gary Shols P E P

DEC

New Castle District Lyman Brenner E P P P
New Castle District Raymond Abbott P P P P
Kent District Kim Endres P P P P
Kent District Larry Marcouillier P P P P
Kent District Tammy Hull P E P P
Sussex District Bettylou Evans P P P P
Sussex District Lee Glasco P E P P
Sussex District Edward Mazewski P P P P
Sussex District Richard Jefferson E P E P
Sussex District Billy Hitchens P P P E

 
7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21   

Raymond Trabbold
Clarence Jackson
Margaret Reining P
Bettylou Evans P P P P
Carl Platner
Charles Armbruster, Jr. P P P
Thomas Burns
Dale Nauman

Past Department Commanders
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Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos (Continued): 
 

7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21   

Corbit Goff
Lyman Brenner P P P
Ruth McBride
Larry Marcouillier P P P P
Edward Feeley
Kenneth Whitman P P
James Brady
John Endres P P P P
Robert Michael P P P P
James Gallagher P

Past Department Commanders

 
QUORUM 

 
 Commander Crouser declared a quorum present.  

 
GUESTS 

 
1. Nancy Soriano, Commander, Milford Post #3  
2. Stephen Shappee, Commander, Walter L. Fox Post #2  
3. Michael Cotton, Adjutant, Detachment of Delaware  

TECHNICAL MOTION 
 
A motion by Larry Marcouillier and seconded by Michael Havel that non-members of the 

Department Executive Committee are permitted to make reports.  Motion passed. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A motion by MaryAnna Moderhak and seconded by Michael Havel to approve the 
Minutes of the November 5, 2016 Department Executive Committee meeting as distributed by 
the Department Adjutant.  Motion passed. 
  

NATIONAL OFFICER REPORTS 
 

NEC: John Endres  
 
 During the National Executive Committee meetings, October 12-13, 2016, several 
resolutions were adopted that reflect on Delaware programs.   
 One resolution is Resolution No. 6 (See Addendum #14), titled, “Youth Cadet Law 
Enforcement Committee.”  Resolution No. 30 adopted by the National Executive Committee on 
May 7-8, 2014, changed the name of The American Legion Junior Law Cadet Program to The 
American Legion Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program.  Resolution 6 encourages American 
Legion departments to sponsor Youth Cadet Law Enforcement programs in cooperation with 
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their state police or highway patrol, of which the names of department programs have varied to 
include such terms as the Student Trooper Program, Trooper Week 
Program, Law Enforcement Training. 
 The Department of Delaware has been conducting Trooper Youth Week for years in 
partnership with the Delaware State Police (DSP).  Approximately 35 Cadets (male and female) 
attend a one week course at Delaware State Police HQ, Dover, DE.  Final evening, Walter L. Fox 
Post #2 hosts picnic/bbq type activity at the post.  This is the cadets' direct interaction with The 
American Legion at a Legion post home. 
 Resolution No. 8 (See Addendum #15), titled, “Use of the English Language in all 
Official Meetings of The American Legion” was approved.  The American Legion has always 
supported that the English language should be the official United States Language.  Legionnaires 
come from many ethnic backgrounds and while keeping their ethnic and cultural background 
active, are urged to learn the English language while serving in the Armed Forces.  In some cases 
either a post, district/county or department, due to their ethnic background, does conduct their 
meetings in a language common to its background, but they also have to recognize the fact that 
there may be members not fluent in the chosen language.   
 It is the intent of this resolution to protect the rights of every Legionnaire and veteran by 
ensuring that they are afforded the opportunity to understand, participate in, and be informed 
about every subject that arises in any American Legion meeting or correspondence.  The 
resolution urges every department, district/county and post is strongly urged to conduct official 
meetings in English not only because it is the position of The American Legion that English 
should be the official language of the United States of America, but also to ensure that every 
Legionnaire and veteran is afforded the opportunity to understand, participate in, and be 
informed about every subject that arises in an American Legion meeting or is part of any official 
correspondence or published media and the intent of the resolution be incorporated in the 
Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies. 
 
ANEC: Robert Michael 
 
 He highlighted two additional resolutions that emanated from the National Executive 
Committee meetings, October 12-13, 2016. 
 Resolution No. 16 (See Addendum #16), titled, “Expectations for Rendering Proper 
Respect when Participating in Programs of The American Legion” has meaning toward the 
department’s conduction of programs.  The Preamble to the Constitution of The American 
Legion pledges that “For God and Country” we shall associate ourselves together …. To foster 
and perpetuate a 100 percent Americanism”.  There have been public displays of disrespect to 
the Flag of the United States, including during the National Anthem, by certain individuals, 
groups and others failing to show respect thereto.  The American Legion realizes there are proper 
platforms for expressing protest or disagreement.  The American Legion vehemently rejects 
using disrespect to the Flag of the United States or the National Anthem as a platform for 
publicly expressing protest or disagreement.   
 The resolution re-emphasizes that The American Legion expects participants of all its 
programs to show proper respect to the Flag of the United States, at all times, including during 
the National Anthem.  The national organization of The American Legion recommends to 
departments and posts that the chairman or director of any American Legion program make clear 
to all participants in advance of the program that The American Legion has the expectation for 
rendering proper respect to the Flag of the United States, at all times, including during the 
National Anthem.  If any participant of any program of The American Legion cannot or will not 
live up to this expectation, the individual should not be a participant in American Legion 
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programs and if any participant of any national-level program of The American Legion cannot or 
will not live up to this expectation, the individual will be removed from the program and not be 
allowed any further participation. 
 Resolution No. 2 (See Addendum #17), titled, “ Establish Guidelines for Acceptance of 
Outside Offers of Membership Benefits” has the intent of Resolution No. 33 (NEC, May 9-10, 
1984, “Establish Guidelines for Acceptance of Outside Offers of Membership Benefits”) is still 
valid.  The structure of The American Legion has changed since 1984 and market conditions 
existing in 1984 are largely not relevant to today.  The American Legion desires to continue to 
offer membership benefits that can be executed expeditiously. 
 The resolution reads that any offer of a discount program, special service, or other 
“member benefit” offered by any entity whatsoever shall conform to the following guidelines 
before acceptance by The American Legion:  
 
1. The service, merchandise, discount or other benefit of value must be offered to any member of 
The American Legion in good standing who wishes to avail him/herself of the offer  
2. The acceptance of an offer by The American Legion to participate shall not entail the 
expenditure of any funds not specifically approved by the Finance Commission  
3. The acceptance of such “member benefit” by The American Legion on behalf of its members 
does not constitute an endorsement of the offering entity or of the product or service, neither 
shall The American Legion’s letters patent or trademarks be used in promoting the “member 
benefit” without the expressed permission to the offering entity by The American Legion  
4. Acceptance of an offer by The American Legion on behalf of its members does not grant 
exclusivity to the entity offering the “member benefit” nor does it preclude The American 
Legion from accepting a similar offer from another such entity. 
 
 The national adjutant be and is hereby authorized to accept proposals for “member 
benefits” from persons, commercial firms, corporations, or organizations provided that such 
proposals have been approved by the national judge advocate for legal sufficiency, and approved 
by the Marketing Commission chairman and the Finance Commission chairman, and has the 
consent of the national commander and the National Executive Committee will be apprised of all 
such agreements entered into at each of its scheduled meetings through the report of the 
Marketing Commission.  The resolution superseded and rescinded Resolution No. 33 (NEC, May 
9-10, 1984). 
  

DISTRICT COMMANDER REPORTS 
 
New Castle District: Commander Edward Colaprete reporting and read by the Department 
Adjutant   
 
 He is unable to attend the DEC meeting due to a prior commitment and his report 
follows.  The New Castle District in lieu of its bi-monthly meeting, held its annual District 
Oratorical Contest on January 4, 2017.  The contest took place at the VAMC auditorium.  They 
had 4 contestants participate, Indya Rennie, Aaron Spock, Matthew Etzrodt, and Shayes Parab.  
The judges were Delaware District 9 State Representative Kevin Hensley, Judy Travis founder of 
Stocking for Soldiers, US District 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Kent Jordan, and Dr. 
Howard Horn.  The winner was Indya Rennie and she was awarded $200: second place went to 
Sharyes Parab and he was awarded $150; and third place went to Matthew Etzrodt and he was 
awarded $100. 
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Kent District: Commander Owen Cole reporting. 
 
 At a district meeting, the following was bought up.  They are planning a fund raiser in 
spring.  Larry Marcouillier is going to check about doing large a BBQ.  Several posts held 
dinners for the veterans and the needy at Thanksgiving and Christmas, a total of 50 or more 
amongst the four posts in the district.  David C. Harrison Post #14 has taken on a Boys Scouts 
program which meet every Wednesday night.  They are also doing American Legion Baseball.  
Walter L. Fox Post #2 had a fund raiser for a young girl with lime tick disease. 
  
Sussex District: Commander James Lafferty reporting.  

 
He thanked everyone who participated in the packing of the food boxes for Thanksgiving 

and Christmas.  It was very rewarding to see all the Legionnaires there, doing their thing to make 
sure that those in need had a Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner.  Helping those in need in our 
communities, he believes, is an important part of being a member of The American Legion.  The 
National Organization sent a reporter and a photographer to cover the packing in November and 
put together a video of the event.  They flew in for one day just to cover this event and did a 
great job. 

He has been informed by Mountaire Farms that the Legionnaires will be needed again in 
April to pack food boxes for Easter.  As soon as the date is established, he will let everyone 
know.  Look at the event as another opportunity to help those in need in our communities. 

The Sussex District will be conducting a District Revitalization.  The dates for this event 
are February 10, 11 and 12, 2017.  The revitalization will be conducted at William T. Spooner 
Post #17, Lewes.  It is requested that each post within the Sussex District send at least one post 
representative to participate and help their post gain additional members, either by renewals or 
transfers from the Headquarters Post #4.  Information regarding start times, etc. will be provided 
once established.  As you can see from the membership reports that the Department Adjutant 
sends out membership goals are not being met.  This revitalization is one way to try and help the 
posts meet their goals, so it is important for all posts within the District to participate. 

Please mark your calendar for February 18th, 2017.  On this date, the Sussex District will 
be hosting a Fish Fry at Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28.  This is one of fund raiser that will be 
used for the Children and Youth activities and other district activities.  The event will take place 
from 1 PM till 5 PM.  The cost per person is $10.00 each for all you can eat.  A flyer will be 
published shortly with all the details. 

The next Sussex District meeting will take place at Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 on 
February 15, 2017 starting at 7 PM.  On behalf of the officers and members of the Sussex 
District, he wished everyone a very happy and healthy new year. 
 

AMERICANISM 
 
Americanism Committee: Lyman Brenner 
       

Washington Conference is in February 26 to March 1, 2017.  Meetings with Delaware’s 
congressional delegation will be set up next week.  The personal meeting with these individuals 
is up to the individuals but he will need numbers ahead of time (even if the number changes). 
 
Boys State: Lyman Brenner 
 

Letters to schools and posts were e-mailed.  Responses in both areas received.  Posts that 
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have responded are Henlopen Post 5, Charles E. Durney Post #27, and First State Post 29.  He 
has had promises from Lt. J. Allison O'Daniel Post #10, Richard C. duPont Post #18, and 
Dagsboro Post #24.  Also, he has had a verbal assurance that Walter L. Fox Post #2 will provide 
a picnic for the program. 
 
Baseball: Roy Lamberton  
 
 Team signups in progress.  To date, four teams have signed up for the 2017 Delaware 
American Legion Baseball.  Background checks are being. 
 
Oratorical Contest: Charles Armbruster, Jr.  
 
• Contest will be on February 2nd 2017 @ 6:00 PM at the Wilmington VAMC. 
• Sent letters to judges and 5 have replied as of 1/10/2017. 
• Judges and Contestants award have be order and received.  Thank you, Ric. 
• He understands that New Castle District held a contest.  The winner was Indya Rennie. 
• Kent and Sussex District, no contestants. 
 

Conventions & Meetings 
 
Convention Committee: Bettylou Evans 
 
 The 2017 - 99th Annual Department Convention is scheduled for July 13-14, 2017, at the 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino, 1131 North duPont Highway, Dover, DE 19901.  Sessions are 
scheduled for Thursday and Friday, commencing at 09:00 AM.  Delegates, alternates, delegates-
at-large, past department commanders and their guests may obtain housing directly with and 
through the Dover Downs Hotel & Casino.  A post may obtain housing directly with and through 
the Dover Downs Hotel & Casino for its delegates, alternates, delegates-at-large, past department 
commanders, and/or guests.  Payment as usual is by credit card only.  Below is a breakdown of 
the room rates.  Additional information will be distributed in March.   
 

Nightly Room Rate $125 
8% Tax     10 
Resort Fee       6 
 
Total $141 
 

A February meeting with Dover Downs Hotel and Casino is planned.  The reservation code for 
2017 will be obtained to allow bookings of rooms. 
 
Future Department Conventions: Commander Crouser and Adjutant Santos 
  
 The department is at a point in time where the department cannot continue to bear extra 
expenses of a department convention at Dover Downs Hotel and Casino (DDHC).  The time has 
come to take a hard look at how the department will proceed after the scheduled 2017 
convention. 
 As all are aware, the department has looked at every available venue in Delaware, and the 
only location in the state capable of hosting the entire Legion family at one time is DDHC.  In 
order for us to utilize the DDHC and all the meeting rooms, the department is required to spend 



8  Minutes DEC 2017-01-21 
 

around $14,000 on food and beverage and guarantee 125 room per Wednesday and Thursday 
nights.  The room nights up to this point have not been an issue.  Initially posts donated enough 
money to cover the cost of the Fire and Ice Lounge (hospitality room).  However, the past couple 
of years, the Department of Delaware, The American Legion Inc. has picked up the difference in 
the tab at the Fire and Ice Lounge.  This cannot continue. 
 With all this being said, Commander Crouser has called for a meeting on Thursday, 
February 2, 2017, at 4:00 PM with the Legion family administration and leadership.  Nanticoke 
Post #6 is graciously allowing us the use of their hall.  The meeting cannot be postponed for the 
DEC must make a decision and they would like every one's input.  An agreeable solution must 
take form to continue to have a Legion family convention.  If not, they fear the only solution will 
be to hold separate conventions at different locations and times. 
 
2017 National Commander’s Tour – Dover AFB: Richard J. Santos 
 
 National has confirmed the dates of the official visit to the Department of Delaware for 
National Commander Charles E. Schmidt as March 14-17, 2017.  As the Commander’s visitation 
schedule is developed, it shall be shared.  Activities in the three districts and several posts are in 
the planning stages.  When date, time, and place are confirmed for the activities, information will 
be released. 
 For more than 25 years, the national commander has toured Dover AFB on the Thursday 
in the month of March of the commander’s visit to Department of Delaware.  Normally, the 
group is about ten to twelve persons.  With this size group, the commander and air force 
personnel are not overwhelmed or distracted by too many people with too many questions.  The 
department adjutant historically sets up the tour.  The tour is planned through the Public Affairs 
Office (PAO), 436th Air Wing, and Dover AFB.  Over the years, we have worked with a 
Captain, 1Lt and 2Lt and a civilian employee, and now we are further down the food change to a 
senior airman.   
  The PAO reported that a tour will not be possible unless there was a busload and an all-
day activity; small groups and ½ day tours were not available.  It was his concern that Dover 
AFB personnel were not aware of the significance of the commander’s tour.  He sees no issue 
with making the tour a full day.  However, taking 40-50 people on a tour with the national 
commander is ludicrous. 
 He requested, and expeditiously received, the assistance of The American Legion’s 
National Security Division.  The National Commander’s tour is alive and well and his point of 
contact on the base is Ms. Dawne Nickerson-Banes, PAO.  She has reassured that the 40 person 
requirement is not accurate.  A full day tour is possible and the tour group shall remain at no 
more than ten to twelve people. 
 Due to conflicting activities on the base, the tour will have to be on Friday, March 17, in 
lieu of the traditional Thursday.  Confirmation of the tour, venues to be visited, and length of the 
tour are under being reviewed with the PAO.  The change of the day for the tour is causing 
rescheduling conflicts for the other two days.  Some traditional visitations and venues may have 
to be by-passed this year.  Upon confirmation of the base tour, he will work on the rest of the 
National Commander’s visit. 
 
2017 National Commander’s Banquet: Richard J. Santos 
  
 In conjunction with National Commander Charles E. Schmidt’s official visit to the 
Department of Delaware, the department will hold a banquet to honor Commander Schmidt on 
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Friday evening, March 17, 2017.  Normally, the banquet is held at Walter L. Fox Post #2, Dover.  
However, due to a conflict with a St. Patrick’s Day event Post #2 is not available.   
 He sent a request for bids to all posts.  Bids had to be in Department HQ by December 
19, 2016.  He received one bid from Laurel Post #19 with an excellent entrée menu and the post 
was awarded the hosting of the banquet.  Laurel Post #19, is located at 12168 Laurel Road, 
Laurel, DE 19956.  The banquet menu will consist of roast beef, fried chicken, scalloped oysters, 
crab au gratin, mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans & peas, mixed salad & dressings, dinner 
rolls, coffee, iced tea, water, and a selection of sheet cakes for dessert.  Pre-meal appetizers will 
be meatballs and assorted cheese cubes with crackers. 
 Tables are in groups of eight.  Coat and tie are the dress.  Tickets are $33 per person.  
Pre-event ticket sales only as tickets shall not be sold at the door.  Cutoff date for ordering tickets 
is Sunday, March 12, 2017.  Checks are payable, and to be sent, to the Department of Delaware, 
PO Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973.  
 For those that may need overnight accommodations, there are four (4) motels in Seaford.  
(1) Hampton Inn Seaford, 22871 Sussex Highway, Seaford, Delaware, 19973.  Tel: 302-629-
4500.  (2) Holiday Inn Express Seaford, 24058 Sussex Highway, Seaford, Delaware 19973.  Tel: 
302-629-2000.  (3) Comfort Suites, 23420 Sussex Highway, Seaford, DE, 19973.  Tel: 302-262-
8085.  (4) Days Inn Seaford, 23450 Sussex Highway, Seaford DE 19973.  Tel: 855-799-6859. 
 It is only two times per year that the department comes together: Annual Department 
Convention and the National Commander’s Banquet.  All post commanders are urged to send a 
delegation to the banquet and share a memorable evening with Commander Schmidt.  For 
additional information, please contact him at 302-628-5221, or by e-mail at 
adjutant@delegion.org. 
 Fliers (See Addendum #8) and notices have been distributed to all posts via e-mail and a 
first class mailing.   
 
National Commander’s Fundraising Projects 
 
 American Legion National Commander Charles E. Schmidt's fundraising goal this year is 
to raise $1 million for the Legion's Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) program and $1 
million service officer training program.  TFA provides cash grants to help eligible veterans with 
minor children in financial need meet the costs of shelter, utilities, food, clothing and medical 
expenses.  And accredited American Legion service officers are specially trained to provide 
expert assistance, free of charge, to veterans and their families.  Normally, the National 
Emergency Fund receives donations during the visit of the National Commander.  This year, 
posts are urged to donate to either the TFA or SO programs and make their presentations to the 
National Commander during his March visit to the department. 
  
2017 National Convention: 
 
 Adjutant Santos reported that the 2017 National Convention will be held in Reno, 
Nevada, August 16-24, 2017.  Our hotel is the Peppermill Resort Spa and Casino, 2707 South 
Virginia Avenue, Reno, NV 89502.  The hotel telephone numbers are 775-826-2121 or 800-282-
2444.  The housing block is eighteen (18) rooms including one two-bedroom suite.  Room rate is 
$154.81 per night plus $2 per night as a city tax.  Commander Crouser and he did a pre-
convention site visit, November 12-14, 2016.   
 The hotel recently completed upgrades and renovations.  The hotel is five star facility 
hotel, casino, and theatre.  It is located 1.2 miles northwest of the Reno-Sparks Convention 
Center.  Peppermills’ website is https://www.peppermillreno.com/resort/. 

mailto:adjutant@delegion.org
https://www.peppermillreno.com/resort/
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Below is the room rate, taxes, fees, and parking information. 
 

Daily Rate Schedule: $137 Per Room/Maximum up to 2 Persons  
Rollaway: Complimentary 
Tax Rate 13%: $17.81 
Total Daily Rate/Deposit: $154.81 
City Fee: $2 per room night  
Valet Parking: Complimentary  
Self-Parking: Free self-parking 
 

 The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of The American Legion 
conventions will be held in the Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 4590 South Virginia Avenue.  
Parking at the convention center is $10 per day (no in/out).  Center website is 
https://www.visitrenotahoe.com. 
 The Reno–Tahoe International Airport, 2001 East Plumb Lane, Reno, NV 89502.  Code: 
RNO.  Telephone: (775) 328-6400.  Reno–Tahoe International Airport is a public and military 
use airport located three nautical miles southeast of downtown Reno, in Washoe County, 
Nevada.  It is located 1.8 miles from the Peppermill.  Elevation: 4,415′, so be ready to drink 
plenty of water as the humidity levels are low.  Airport website is http://renoairport.com/. 
 To reserve a room, please forward a check for the first night’s deposit in the amount of 
$154.81.  For a room reservation, please use the attached reservation form (See Addendum #9). 
 

Check Payable:   Department of Delaware 
Send Form and Check to: Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
 

 Room reservation instructions have been distributed to all posts via e-mail and a first 
class mailing.  If you have any questions, please contact him via e-mail at adjutant@delegion.org 
or by telephone at 302-628-5221. 
 
2017 National Convention - National Commander's Banquet 
 
 Adjutant Santos reported that the 2017 National Convention - National Commander's 
Banquet will be held on Tuesday, August 22, 2017, commencing at 6:00 PM in the Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center.  Tickets are $47.00 per person and each table is a round for eight (8) people.  
Twenty four tickets have been ordered.  Ticket allotment is: Outgoing commander 2; incoming 
commander 1; NEC 1; ANEC 1; 1st Vice-Commander 2; 2nd Vice-Commander 2 (no 
verification yet if going); and DSO 2 (may be one not sure if wife is going).  On a first come-first 
serve basis on the remaining thirteen (13) tickets, may be sixteen (16) tickets, send your check to 
Department HQ, payable to the Department of Delaware, for the number of tickets that you 
order.  He indicated that he and his wife receive two tickets from the National Organization as a 
Past National Commander.  If you have any questions, please contact him at 302-628-5221, or by 
e-mail at adjutant@delegion.org. 
 
2017 Department Convention Book: Kim Endres 
 
 The 2017 Department Convention Book ads are available at the following rates: Inside 
Front Cover and Back Cover $250; Back Inside Cover $225; Full Page $125, Half Page $65, and 
Business Card $25.  Boosters remain the same at $1 per name.  There are still some posts that are 

https://www.visitrenotahoe.com/
http://renoairport.com/
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submitting two names on one line (Mr. and Mrs. - Bobby and Sue) and only contributed a dollar.  
It is not a dollar a line but a dollar per name.  She has revamped the forms (See Addendum 10 
and 11) this year to help clarify some information both for the seller and the Department.  A 
mailing to all posts will be done. 
 

FINANCE 
 
Department Finance Report: 
 
 Department Finance Officer John A. Endres reported that the Finance Report, dated 
January 15, 2017, for FY-2017, was e-mailed by the department adjutant to the members of the 
Department Executive Committee for their advance review.  On a motion by John Endres and 
seconded by Larry Marcouillier that the report be accepted as distributed, subject to audit.  
Motion passed. 
 Motion by John Endres and seconded by Owen Cole to pay all legal bills and amounts 
due until such time as the Department Executive Committee holds its next regular meeting.  
Motion passed. 
 
Audit Committee: Kim Endres 
 
 The Department Audit Committee met at the Department Headquarters on Wednesday, 
November 9, 2016.  Present at the meeting were the following members: James Lafferty, 
Rebecca Crouser, Kim M. Endres and John A. Endres, Department Finance Officer.  Also 
attending were Commander Jeffrey Crouser, Vice Commander MaryAnna Moderhak and 
Assistant Adjutant Robert Michael.  Those present reviewed printed reports of the Budget vs 
Actual for each Department Budget as well as printed detailed reports of expenditures and 
revenue.  It was noted by the committee that the Finance Officer is doing a great job of making 
detailed entries on the income and expenses thus eliminating the need to pull the actual checks to 
verify the expense.  The attached report (See Addendum 12) is a summary of the findings as well 
as the follow up information received by the chair from the appropriate personnel.  
 
Budget Committee: Kim Endres 
 
 The budget meetings are scheduled as follows for the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget.  All 
meetings will begin at 1100 hours and may last up to three hours so please plan accordingly.  If 
you cannot attend and wish to submit information please send it to me in advance.  If you are a 
committee chairman, please review the Finance report sent out for the January DEC meeting and 
work with that to determine if you need to make any requests for changes.  She is very concerned 
this year with the Grant in Aid and Department Convention budgets.  Following are budget 
committee meetings.  All start at 11:00 AM and will last up to three hours. 
 
• February 04, 2017 - Charles E. Durney Post #27, 1604 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE          
 Headquarters Post 4, Department Convention, and Detachment of Delaware Budgets 
• February 18, 2017 - David C. Harrison Post #14, 107 W Glenwood, Smyrna, DE 19977 

(Upper Hall) - Restricted Funds and Tentative Grant in Aid Budgets 
• March 11, 2017 - Nanticoke Post #6, 230 Front Street, Seaford, DE 19973 
 Operating Budget 
 
 A request had been to change the February 18th meeting due to a conflict with an event 
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in Sussex District which unfortunately was unable to be rescheduled and still have all the 
budgets ready for approval at the March 25, 2017 DEC Meeting.  
 Any budgets that are held up due to needing information from a chairman or other source 
will be completed at the next budget meeting.  The goal is to have the budgets presented to the 
DEC for approval at the March 2017 meeting.  If the DEC should reject a budget as presented 
then a follow up meeting would be scheduled for April.  All budgets need to be approved at the 
May DEC meeting.   
  
Label Program: Peggy Lou Reining and read by Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant  
 
 Occasional donations are still arriving.  The 2016 Spring Return Address Labels Report is 
as follows: 
 
Donations $11,848.50

Expenses:

Original Label Printing $1,004.22
Original Postage Expense 377.66
Addtl Label Printing 129.36
Addtl Postage 48.71
Postage Reminders 419.43
Commission 500.00

Less Expenses 2,479.38

Net Contributions $9,369.12  
 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
 
2017 Consolidated Post Reports: Adjutant Santos 
 
 The hard copy 2016-2017 Consolidated Post Reports should be available by March 1, 
2017.  https://www.legion.org/publications/161252/consolidated-post-report is the a hyperlink to 
complete the Consolidated Post Report on-line.  Last year, 2015-2016, the department was at 
100% reporting.  With extra effort, 100% can be obtained for 2016-2017. 
 The American Legion's Consolidated Post Report is an opportunity for posts to document 
every activity they fulfilled in a 12-month reporting period - whether it's providing funeral 
honors, hosting Memorial Day or Veterans Day ceremonies, sponsoring youth to attend a Legion 
program, conducting fundraising efforts and more.  The 2014-2015 CPR revealed that posts 
provided more than four million community service volunteer hours, conducted more than 7,000 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day services, participated in 1,065 veteran job fairs, provided 
123,014 funeral honors, awarded  10,308 scholarships to youth, performed 30,023 U.S. flag 
presentations, presented 8,426 ROTC medals, and much more. 
 These, however, are not the final numbers for the entire American Legion.  Only 8,900 
posts submitted a Consolidated Post Report, a 67% response rate from the more than 13,000 total 
posts worldwide, leaving a third of posts' activities unaccounted for. 

https://www.legion.org/publications/161252/consolidated-post-report
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 It's important for the CPR response rate to increase so that the great work Legion posts 
and members are doing in their communities is reflected; especially since newly elected 
American Legion National Commander Charles E. Schmidt will deliver the report to Congress 
during his testimony in February, but will only be able to share part of the figures.  In a day when 
we have to fight for all we can from Congress, whether it is funding for the VA system, military 
pay for our troops or direct benefits for our local communities, it is imperative that we speak as 
one voice.  The best, and at times most influential, way we can do that is when our posts let 
National Headquarters know what they are doing in their respective communities. 
 Posts are strongly encouraged to fill out and submit CPRs, whether in paper-based form 
or online through @ www.mylegion.org.  Only 22 percent of post officers filled out the 2014-
2015 CPR form online, which required American Legion national staff to manually type in the 
more than 6,000 reports submitted by paper - a time-consuming endeavor.  Submitting CPRs 
through MyLegion is not only faster, but posts can continually update the form throughout the 
reporting year.  And once finalized and submitted electronically, a PDF of the CPR is 
automatically generated and sent to department and to National Headquarters. 
  
Delaware Legionnaire: Bettylou Evans  
 
 Her home computer crashed and much of the articles for the upcoming edition may have 
been lost.  Experiencing issues with Gatehouse (Dover Post) on getting the Legionnaire out in a 
timely fashion.  She has tried to find another printer, but with no success.  To convert from the 
present newspaper type Legionnaire to a magazine type is very expensive.  One edition of a 
magazine type is nearly the price of four editions in newspaper style.  She is hoping that the 
Legionnaire will be printed and mailed by next Friday. 
 
Honor & Merit Awards: Bettylou Evans  
 
 She is not held a committee meeting yet.  She has been emphasizing to posts to submit 
their post members who are worthy of recognition with a Honor or Merit Award.  Applications 
are available through the Department Adjutant. 
  
Membership: MaryAnna Moderhak 
 
 Like so many of us, she always finds it difficult to do written reports.  There is so much 
she would like to say and don’t always have the ability to do so.  Membership?  Some of the 
posts within the state are really trying hard to achieve the goals and dates necessary to keep our 
Department of Delaware in “good shape”.  She just hates to see the membership reports have red 
numbers instead of black.  She also has a concern that the posts are not trying to contact those 
members who have not paid their dues within the last several years.  She has learned and 
personally knows that many of those who have not paid can be burdened with problems usually 
financially or health that makes them unable to pay dues.  Letters can be tossed aside when they 
get written requests.  By reaching out to personally speak with these former members all may 
find that not paying dues is not because they don’t want to belong to our great Legion but just 
can’t “swing” one more bill.  Please try and talk to these members, each post should be able to 
help if it is a hardship case and they are usually reluctant to come out and say the reason for not 
paying.  Our Department and National organizations have programs in place that may be able to 
help them.  If you need further information please don’t hesitate to contact her. 

The other request that she has at this time is being prepared to turn in your Post 
Consolidation Reports (late March first of April).  Last year for the first time department 
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achieved 100% reporting, so please make every effort to do this again this year.  It will be great 
to see again our Department Commander be on stage at the National Convention to receive this 
award and our department recognized for doing so.  As always please do not hesitate to reach out 
to her and she will try and help in whatever way she can. 
 Membership as January 17 was 8,556 members at 83.108% of goal (See Addendum #1).  
The On-Line Credit Report 1,306 members renewed on-line and 204 credits remain to be used 
(See Addendum #3).  
 The next target date coming soon: Target date of February 6, 2017 at least 90% of 
goal.  
 
District Commander Race to the Top Award 
 
 District commanders will compete in five categories based on final membership year 
totals.  The District Commander Race to the Top award is given to district commanders who 
attain at least 100 percent of the district's assigned membership goal by March 31, 2017, and has 
the highest percentage of membership over the previous year.  The five categories are: 

• Category I - districts of 15-1,499 members 
• Category II - districts of 1,500-2,999 members 
• Category III - districts of 3,000-4,999 members 
• Category IV - districts of 5,000-7,499 members 
• Category V - districts of 7,500 or more members  

First place award is a trip to the 99th National Convention in Reno, Nev., Aug. 18-24, 2017.  The 
winner and a guest will receive round-trip airfare, tickets to the National Commander's Banquet, 
and hotel accommodations for six days/five nights.  The district commander winners also will be 
awarded a Legion cap that signifies they are a Race to the Top winner and ribbons will be 
awarded to each post in their district.  Second place award recipients in each category will 
receive $500.  Third place award recipients in each category will receive $375. 
 
Recruiters To Be Awarded With ‘Carry The Legacy Forward' Pin 
 
 American Legion National Commander Charles E. Schmidt will award his national 
commander pin to any Legion member who obtains three new members into the Legion. 

 
A new member is any eligible person joining for the 2017 membership year who was not a 
member of The American Legion during the 2016 membership year.  Each member listed must 
be eligible for membership in The American Legion.  Forward names of SAL members or 
Auxiliary members to your detachment or unit for use in their respective incentive programs.  To 
maintain the integrity of the national commander's pin incentive program, only one pin will be 
awarded per individual.  Upon receipt, national membership staff will confirm the names and 
mail the pin directly to the person who earned it.  Commander Schmidt's incentive program will 
end June 30, 2017, or when supplies are exhausted. @ www.legion.org/commander/pin 
 

http://www.legion.org/commander/pin
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National Commander Honor Ribbon 
 
 American Legion National Commander Charles E. Schmidt will award his National 
Commander Honor Ribbon to any American Legion Family that achieves 100% membership by 
May 30, 2017.  For this award, the Legion Family is defined as a post and any combination of an 
Auxiliary unit, Sons squadron or Legion Riders chapter.  Each branch must achieve 100 percent 
membership to qualify for the award.  The National Commander Honor Ribbon membership 
incentive program will end May 30, 2017.  Download the form online: 
www.legion.org/commander!ribbon. 
 
National Membership Incentives and Awards for Departments: 
 
 National Commander Charles E. Schmidt has an incentive award up for grabs.  This 
award means money for the department and recognition for a National Vice-Commander!  It will 
run from the January 1st to the May 31st, and works like this. 
 To reward departments that continue to show a culture of growth by employing the 
tactics outlined in The Strategic Plan for Sustained Membership Growth by recruiting new 
members:   
 

A monetary award will be issued to the department with the largest percentage increase 
of new members from January 1st to the May 31st, and the National Vice-Commander 
over the region with the largest percentage increase will receive a recognition award.  
Status updates will be emailed each target date beginning in January.  Please see below 
for other details. 
 

• A new member is defined as any eligible person joining for the 2017 membership year who 
was not a member of The American Legion during the 2016 membership year. 

• This award is strictly based on recruitment of new members. 
• Post transfers from any source will not count. 
• All departments are eligible for this award. 
• Categories will be the same as big 12 competition (with the addition of Mexico and 

Philippines in Category VI). 
• National Vice-Commander of the region with the largest percentage of increase will also be 

recognized. 
  
Department 501(c)(3) Organization: Richard J. Santos and Davis Wright  
 
 The Delaware American Legion Foundation, Inc. is officially formed.  The IRS has 
assigned an EIN to the foundation.  Bylaws and other documents was distributed to the members 
of the DEC on December 6, 2016. 
 The foundation’s board needs to meet to formally approve the bylaws, adopt certain 
resolutions approving the formation of the corporation and the application for tax exemption, 
pass the resolutions needed to allow for the opening of a bank account(s), adopt various policies 
(conflict of interest, code of ethics, records retention, etc.) that are discussed in the application 
for tax exemption, and generally discuss the tax exemption application to provide guidance on 
how this foundation is going to operate.  Wright can file the form with the IRS, but will need to 
discuss various aspects of the form with the board.  He will circulate a draft of the Form 1023 
with proposed answers for discussion prior to the board meeting (or any meeting if everyone 
would prefer to meet in person). 

http://www.legion.org/commander!ribbon
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 The board consists of James Gallagher, Jeffrey K. Crouser, MaryAnna Moderhak, Lyman 
Brenner, and John Endres.  Jim has moved to Florida.  So, the remaining four need to get 
together to schedule a meeting.  As another option, the Board could meet through a 
teleconference (which might save time for everyone during the season).  Wright is working on 
his schedule to see what is available, but generally speaking a Monday or Wednesday night 
would work for a call.  As to approval of the bylaws, he distributed a copy of draft#2 that was 
prepared by Davis. 
 The Department Judge Advocate was reimbursed for the Delaware corporate filing fee of 
$175.  The adjutant filed the 2017 Annual Franchise Tax Report for the foundation with the $25 
fee paid. 
 
Department HQ Office Agreement: Richard J. Santos 
 
 The Department is very fortunate to have been located in the Delaware National Guard’s 
John H. Pigman Armory, 601 Bridgeville Highway, Seaford, DE 19973, on a hand shake with 
the Adjutant General, MG Francis Vavala, who is retiring at the end of the month.  A new AG 
has been announced, BG Carol Timmons.  The Guard is cataloging building assets and who is 
located in what.  The Legion has remained under the radar for years as a tenant, but this has 
changed with the new command.  Whether department stays there, rent-free or not, is at question.   
 On Wednesday, he met with Major Gaetano Gravino, Branch Chief - Plans and 
Programming for the Delaware National Guard.  Major Gravino is proposing a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between DENG and Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
to remain in the building.  A sample MOU was distributed via e-mail to the DEC on Thursday, 
January 19 and is attached as (See Addendum #7).  He recommends that following his receipt and 
a review of the MOU by the Department Judge Advocate for legal sufficiency, he be authorized 
sign the MOU. 
 Motion by Kim Endres and seconded by Gary Shols that upon receipt of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) between DENG and Department and a review of the MOU by the 
Department Judge Advocate for legal sufficiency, the Department Adjutant is authorized to sign 
the MOU on behalf of the Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc.  Motion passed. 
 
Department HQ Renovations: Richard J. Santos 
 
 Renovations to the HQ building continues.  Department property remains stored in a 
POD on the property.  Expenses to date are more than $2,100. 
 Department offices have been in disarray for more than 15 months due to the renovations 
to the armory.  Department has had to use a POD on the parking lot for storage.  The office is 
moving to the south end of the building.  He and the assistant adjutant will share a much larger 
office area.  There is a second room, two doors down from the office area, which shall be used 
for storage and a third computer station.   

Verizon needs to come out and add two phone drops as the only phone box in the office 
is on the opposite wall where the two desks are going to be located.  The floors are tiled.  One 
thru-the-wall HVAC unit is in the outer wall.  There is a double door entry for the office and a 
single door for the storage room.  He is checking with Emblem Sales for two area door mats with 
the Legion logo, Department of Delaware, and department’s tag line, Honorable Service – Moral 
Obligation. 

The office furniture is old, too bulky, and does not provide suffice work areas.  He 
recommends that department purchase new furniture: 2 computer stations, bookcases, a lateral 
file cabinet, and storage cabinets.  He estimates the cost at $3,500.  As noted, the floors are vinyl 
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tile over a concrete slab.  The floors are badly rust stained.  The Guard did paint the walls and a 
new drop ceiling and light fixtures are in place.  New LED light fixtures are hopefully to be 
installed later in the year.  The Guard may install carpet, but it is generally opined that it shall not 
happen. 

To carpet the office and half the storage room is estimated at $1,200 plus for 
approximately 40 SY of carpet.  As noted, there will be an expense to Verizon for the drops and 
transferring the two lines from present offices to the two relocated office areas. 

The Guard is waiting to move into department’s present offices.  Relocation needs to be 
expedited, using the old furniture.  Next Tuesday, January 24, help is needed, emptying the POD 
and moving all items into the store room.  Also, he wants to relocate the Department Finance 
Officer computer station.  After the phone drops are put in and the two lines transferred, the 
adjutant and assistant adjutant will move offices.  If anyone can help next Tuesday, please email 
him.  The task will start at 10:00 AM and will take 3 to 5 hours, depending on the quantity of 
help. 

There will be no change to stationery as the room number is not on it.  As he goes 
through different accounts, he will verify that no room number is part of our address. 

By the end of the month, another phase of construction will start.  The parking lot will be 
re-done.  The front gate and fence will be moved back to a line with the building’s rear exterior 
wall.  A swipe-type card reading entry system will be installed.  Thereafter, parking shall be 
outside the front gate and the front door will be used for egress and ingress. 

Motion by John Endres and seconded by MaryAnna Moderhak that renovation, moving, 
and updating furniture and computers expenses for department headquarters be approved out of 
Headquarters Post #4 accounts.  The account has more than $10,000 in it.  Under the question, 
Department Adjutant reported that the DEC has the authority to spend HQ Post #4 funds.  The 
DEC is the board of directors for Post #4 and department officers are the post officers.  Post #4 
funds are included in the annual IRS Form 990, filed by the department.  Motion passed. 
 
HQ Office Computer Purchase: Adjutant 
 
 At the November DEC, $1,500 for a new adjutant’s computer was approved.  The 
purchase has been delayed until the offices are relocated. 
  
Legionnaire’s Insurance Trust (LIT): James H. Stewart 
 
 The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) is the one of the department’s "sponsored" 
insurance program.  The LIT has been protecting Legionnaires and their loved ones for nearly 50 
years.  Founded in 1965, the non-profit LIT is comprised of 49 departments of The American 
Legion.  For nearly five decades, the LIT has been a department endorsed insurance program. 
 The LIT provides members of the department, “No Cost Accidental Death Protection” in 
the amount of $5,000 in Accidental Death Protection while on Legion business.  Members are 
also covered for $1,000 in protection for all other covered accidents.  As a Legionnaire in good 
standing (current year's dues paid), you are eligible and guaranteed for this coverage.  You 
cannot be turned down, no matter how dangerous your job or how often you travel.  
 Important reminder, Legion Care coverage is not automatic.  Your confirmation is 
required for full activation.  The link to The LIT is on the department website at 
http://www.delegion.org/.  Or, you may go directly to The LIT website at 
https://www.Thelit.com.  The goal is to ensure that every Legionnaire activates this protection.  
The department has only 2,316 registered as of August 31, 2016.   

http://www.delegion.org/
https://www.thelit.com/
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 The same benefits are now available to members of the American Legion Auxiliary and 
Sons of The American Legion.  This information has been relayed to the Auxiliary and 
detachment. 
 The LIT announced the addition of a Long Term Care link on www.TheLIT.com.  This 
gives members access to educational information that will help them decide whether Long Term 
Care insurance is a good option for them.  The landing page is written by Long Term Preferred 
Care, which is the Long Term Care insurance partner for the endorsed LIT program.  Please 
check out this information and direct any inquiries about this type of coverage to the site.  
 The goal is to ensure that every Legionnaire activates this protection.  Below is a table 
with the number of registered by post.  The Department has 2,316 as of August 31, 2016 (See 
Addendum #4). 
 If you have any questions on these programs please don’t hesitate to contact him at 
2ndvicecommander@delegion.org.  
 
Flag Rewards Program: James H. Stewart 
 
 The second program of interest is the Flag Rewards Program through American Legion 
Flag & Emblem.  Your post can receive a 10¢ credit for each dollar spent on the purchase of 
American flags from Emblem Sales.  This includes purchases made by the post, as well as its 
members, friends, neighbors, schools, and businesses that choose to “sponsor” your post, and 
buy their flags from The American Legion.  Each post can sign up for the Flag Rewards Program 
and they can apply the points towards their purchases at Flag & Emblem.  All the information on 
this program is available on the Flag & Emblem web-site at http://emblem.legion.org.  When you 
are on the home page there is a tab on the bottom left that takes you to the flag rewards 
information.  
 If you have any questions on these programs please don’t hesitate to contact him at 
2ndvicecommander@delegion.org.  I look forward to meeting as many of you as I can as the 
department leadership team travels throughout the State. 
 
The American Legion Centennial Celebration: James H. Stewart 
  
 Commander Crouser has appointed him as the Department of Delaware’s chair for The 
American Legion Centennial Celebration.  The American Legion Centennial Celebration is not 
only about honoring the past 100 years of Legion history, but also preparing to continue the 
Legion’s legacy of service.  Events and activities at posts all around the world will showcase The 
American Legion "Still Serving America”.  The American Legion's 100th anniversary program 
and committees strive to raise awareness and stimulate activity nationwide and beyond, in honor 
of the organization's first century, with a vision of continued relevance for veterans and their 
families as the nation's largest veterans service organization moves into its second century.  
 Key objectives are: 
 
• Enthusiastically express to the nation, through commemorations, exhibits, ceremonies, and 
media initiatives the impact The American Legion has had over the last century, and how it 
continues to serve  
• Promote the American Legion's ongoing legacy and founding values of transition assistance, 
emphatically today as more than 1 million U. S. military troops are leaving the service in the 
drawdown from the Global War on Terrorism  
• Deliver to the nation specific messages of American Legion service and advocacy for veterans 
coming home with unique needs, including economic, psychological, and medical  

http://www.thelit.com/
mailto:2ndvicecommander@delegion.org
http://emblem.legion.org/
mailto:2ndvicecommander@delegion.org
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• Synergize with other entities, including the post-9/11 generation of veterans, business, 
government, and non-profit service, to ensure the founding values of The American Legion are 
fulfilled in every corner of our nation  
• Strengthen The American Legion's identity, both historical and for the future, in order to 
increase membership, involvement, contributions, and sponsorships 
 
 He will provide more information and is asking if the centennial posts are interested in 
completing a centennial post history.  Delaware centennial posts are Delaware Post #1, Walter L. 
Fox Post #2, Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7, and David C. Harrison Post #14.  Jim 
Sbarra, historian, David C. Harrison Post #14, has taken interest since Post #14 is one of the 
founding posts.  It is hoped that the other three posts will participate. 
 
Nanticoke Post No. 6, Holding Company:  
 
 Post #6 commander, Robert Michael, reported that the post continues their efforts to 
dispose of the holding company. 
  
Detachment of Delaware: Michael Cotton. 
 
o The detachment met on January 14, 2017, at David C. Harrison Post #14.  Meeting minutes 

will be forwarded to the department adjutant. 
o As of yesterday, January 17, the detachment is at 1,684 members, 68.26% of its goal, and 

now 62 members short of the target date, 35% (See Addendum #2).   
o Detachment 2nd vice commander, Steve Carey, Henlopen Squadron #5, has resigned.  A 

replacement has not been determined. 
o Detachment officers intend on attending the National Commander’s Banquet, honoring 

National Commander Charles E. Schmidt, in March at Laurel Post #19.  He asked for a table 
of eight (8) to start. 

o Walter L. Fox Squadron #2 and Sussex Squadron #8 are experiencing issues with 
membership. 

o The detachment donated $1,200 to the Child Welfare Foundation. 
o Laurel Squadron #19 holding a fundraiser for a member who is to receive a heart transplant. 
o The detachment will support Raymond Abbott in his efforts to assist the veterans from 

VAMC Wilmington who will participate in the 2017 Wheelchair Games in Cincinnati. 
o For detachment officers will attend the Detachment of Maryland’s mid-winter conference in 

Ocean City, MD. 
 
Website Committee: Rebecca Crouser: 
 
 The department website is now hosted by GoDaddy, replacing IPower.  She recommends 
that the post hosting fee be increased by $10, to $35 per year. 
 
Veterans Memorial Identification Project: Commander Crouser 
 
 "To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in the Great Wars” is part of 
the Preamble to The American Legion Constitution and By-laws that is recited at every Legion 
meeting.  The Legion’s World War I founders, men and women who wrote and adopted that 
Preamble at the first Legion national convention, formed posts throughout our country.  They led 
their communities in planning, building, and dedicating WWI memorials to their fallen buddies. 
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 The American Legion’s 100th Anniversary Observance Committee has found that there is 
no central catalog, index, or database of these WWI memorials.  The same is true for memorials 
to the fallen from the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and all 
others. 
 Memorials have also come under legal attack from individuals and groups demanding the 
removal of religious wording and symbols.  Defending these legal challenges is daunting for 
communities and many times the cost is prohibitive; therefore, the memorials go undefended.  
The American Legion has an agreement with the Alliance Defending Freedom and the Liberty 
Institute to defend these memorials, if a legal action is taken against wording or religious 
symbols, at no cost to the community or the Legion post.  It is for these reasons The American 
Legion is asking Legionnaires and the department leadership to help create the only national 
database of all veteran and military memorials. 
 National committees and commissions have discussed this memorials project and the 
NEC approved Resolution No. 10 (See Addendum 13), titled, “Veterans Memorial Identification 
Project” during the Fall Meetings in Indianapolis October 12-13, 2016.  Below is the resolving 
clauses, calling the Legion family forward to assist: 
 

“That departments, districts, counties, posts, Sons of The American Legion detachments 
and squadrons, The American Legion Riders chapters and American Legion Auxiliary 
departments/units are encouraged to engage in this American Legion-wide project to 
identify veteran memorials in communities across the nation and beyond in order to 
expand the organization's existing memorials database maintained at National 
Headquarters; and,  
That this memorial identification project be promoted in all media channels deemed 
appropriate and any resources needed for this project at National Headquarters be 
handled through the normal budgeting process.” 
 

 He has assigned this project to Department 2nd Vice-Commander James H. Stewart to 
coincide with the vice-commander’s assignment as chair of The American Legion Centennial 
Celebration committee. 
 
Diamond Post #11 Property Disposal  
 
 Committee chair, Kenneth Whitman, could not attend today’s meeting.  He submitted his 
report in advance.  The committee has hired the Law Firm of Murray Phillips, P.A., 215 East 
Market Street, Georgetown, DE 19947.  The lawyer's name is Julianne Murray.  She is now back 
to work following major surgery. 
 Her title search showed that there are no outstanding liens.  She has forwarded our 
resolution to a title insurance company for an opinion as to whether we will need some sort of 
court order authorizing the sale of Post 11 property.  Her position is that it would not be smart to 
engage a realtor only to find our later that we need to have a court order before we can sell the 
property.  As soon as she gets an answer that we can proceed, we can engage a realtor and get on 
with the sale of the property. 
 He has an American Legion member that is interested in buying the property.  He will 
talk to him as soon as he has a true value of the property.  This way, he may be able to sell the 
property through the lawyer and not a realtor. 
 He thanks Jim Lafferty for all his help obtaining the attorney and dealing with her. 
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Constitution & By-Laws for Sussex District: 
 
 Adjutant Santos reported the e-mail distribution on Thursday of a draft for Constitution & 
By-Laws for Sussex District Council.  The proposed Constitution & By-Laws require approval 
of the DEC, and he recommends such action.  Motion by Michael Havel and seconded by 
Bettylou Evans that the Constitution & By-Laws for Sussex District Council be approved as 
distributed.  Under the question, Lyman Brenner suggested that in the By-Laws, Article II – 
Meetings, Section 1 which presently reads: 
 

“Section 1.  The Council shall meet as provided in the Department Constitution, 
Article X – Districts, Section 2, Paragraph C, and may meet as many times as may 
be necessary to carry out Department and District programs.  The regular 
meetings of the Council shall be held on the first Wednesday of each scheduled 
month.” 

 
be amended to not include a specific day of the month as noted in the last sentence.  Motion by 
Lyman Brenner and seconded by Michael Havel to amend the motion that Section 1 should read: 
 

“Section 1.  The Council shall meet as provided in the Department Constitution, 
Article X – Districts, Section 2, Paragraph C, and may meet as many times as may 
be necessary to carry out Department and District programs.  The scheduled 
regular Council meetings shall be approved at the first Council meeting, following 
the Department Convention.” 

 
Commander Crouser called for a vote to accept the amendment.  Motion passed.  Commander 
Crouser called for a vote on the original motion as amended.  Motion passed. 
 
Constitution & By-Laws American Legion Riders Chapter 6: 
 
 Adjutant Santos reported the distribution on Thursday of the draft for Constitution & By-
Laws for American Legion Riders Chapter #6.  The proposed Constitution & By-Laws require 
approval of the DEC, and he recommends such action.  Motion by Larry Marcouillier and 
seconded by Michael Havel that the Constitution & By-Laws for American Legion Riders 
Chapter #6 be approved as distributed.  Under the question, Lyman Brenner suggested that in the 
By-Laws, Article V – Meetings, Section 1 which presently reads: 
 

“Section 1.  The regular meeting of the Chapter shall be held at the Post Home 
located at 230 Front Street, Seaford, in the county of Sussex on the first Saturday 
of the month at which may be transacted such business as may properly be 
brought up for action; such meetings may be converted into entertainment 
meetings, as may be deemed agreeable by the officers of the Chapter.” 

 
be amended to not include the specific address in line 2.  Motion by Lyman Brenner and 
seconded by Richard Jefferson to amend the motion that Section 1 should read: 
 

“Section 1.  The regular meeting of the Chapter shall be held at the Post Home in 
the county of Sussex on the first Saturday of the month at which may be 
transacted such business as may properly be brought up for action; such meetings 
may be converted into entertainment meetings, as may be deemed agreeable by 
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the officers of the Chapter.” 
 
Commander Crouser called for a vote to accept the amendment.  Motion passed.  Commander 
Crouser called for a vote on the original motion as amended.  Motion passed. 
 

LEGISLATIVE 
  
National Legislative Council: Richard J. Santos 
 
 Following counsel with the Department Commander and National Legislative Council 
Vice Chairman, Lyman Brenner, the recommendations below were sent to the National 
Legislative Division of The American Legion.  These are point of contacts to Delaware’s 
congressional delegation for the 115th Congress. 
 

VC   Vice Chair Lyman R. Brenner 
Senator Coons Member Kenneth Whitman 
Senator Carper Member MaryAnna Moderhak 

1 Rochester Member Department of Delaware 
 

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION 
 
VA & R Committee: Lyman Brenner  
 
      Next VAVS meeting is in March. 
 
Department Service Officer: Joseph Houghton 
 
 Since his last report to the Department Executive Committee, seven (7) Community 
Outreach visits were conducted.  Below is the number of veterans/dependents that were assisted 
during those visits.   
 

Millsboro Post #28 (3 Visits) – 14 Veterans/Dependents  
Seaford Post #6 (1 Visits) – 3 Veterans/Dependents 
Dover Post #2 (3 Visits) - 15 Veterans/Dependents 
 

Since the last Delaware Executive Committee meeting, 38 claims for service connected/non 
service connected compensation claims, were submitted by the DSO office; below is the 
breakdown: 

 
Disability Compensation Claims - 30 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) - 3 
Veterans Non-Service Connected Disability Pension - 1 
Survivors Pension Benefits - 3 
Veterans Status of Dependent Claims – 1 

 Answer/responded to 736 telephone inquiries. 
 
 Since his last report, the Wilmington VA Regional office has awarded $349,469.60 in 
service connected/DIC/Survivors benefits/non-service connected disability pension and/or 
retroactive compensation payments to veterans of the Delaware American Legion.  The above 
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amount includes $86,090.26 in Retroactive Compensation payments.  The largest Retroactive 
Compensation payment was $49,280.26. 
 
Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs: Charles Armbruster, Jr. reporting. 
 
 Proposed Legislative Concerns and Recommendations are outlined: 
 
• In Delaware the Department of Defense shows that there are 8,943 military retirees (4,506 

over the age of 65 and 4,437 under the age of 65) living in the State of Delaware who receive 
$16,963.00 per month in retired pay.  There are 1,577 Veterans with service connected 
disability.  Furthermore, there are 1,239 military survivor spouses (widows and widowers) 
receiving a Survivor Benefit Plan Annuity of $1,117 per month. 

• Reconcile House Bill 236 – Representative Miro.  Title – School Property Tax Exemption” 
 for a designated disabled veteran who owns and occupies a principal residence in the State of 

Delaware. House Amendment # 1 to H B 236 limits the taxes credit to a maximum of $ 
500.00 if the individual is under the age of 65, and House Amendment # 2 to H B 236 
clarifies that a” qualified person” based upon a veterans disability requires “full disability, 
not partial”, but no mention is made of the individual’s level of employ ability.  Many 
disabled veterans under the age of 65 have a U. S. Veterans Administration Disability Rating 
of less than 100% but are also rated as 100% unemployable and would not qualify under the 
H B 236 amendment #2.   

● Reconcile Senate Bill 186 – Senator Townsend.  Senate Bill # 186, Assumption #2 
designates: “A qualified individual with a disability rating of 10%-20% may receive a refund 
of $200.00: a rating of 30%-40% may receive a refund of $350.00: and a rating greater than 
60% may receive a refund of $500.00. 

● House Bill 283-  Which provides a  Veterans preference for private employment. This 
“Veterans, Skilled Workers and Community Workforce Act” requires that on all state-funded 
construction public works or improvement projects that contractors must draw 30% of their 
work force from the representative district where the project is located and 5% of their 
workforce must be from eligible Delaware Veterans. 

● Establish a Bill that Military Spouse Certification Tax Credit of up to $ 500.00. 
• Delaware Cemetery.  New section is starting in the Bear Cemetery.  Two new hirees.  The 

Maintenance Supervisor retired in September and one of the ground maintenance move over 
to that position.  Then they need to replace a seasonal casual clerk.  She started just after 
Christmas.  Next week, interviews for groundskeepers position.  Interment at the Bear 
Cemetery was 875 for the year.  The highest ever at the cemetery. 

● Veterans Home – pretty much full.  Need some support to get a legislation passed to support 
veteran’s day care package.  With the home being filed and a lot of older veterans staying in 
their own home.  This legislation will help fill the void.  Requested money to renovate some 
of the home.  When the home was built, it was built to hold so many wheel chairs.  Now at 
95% of the residence using wheelchairs.  

● VAMC Attached – Medication Co-payment Structure Overview (See Addendum #5 for 
report) and Medication Sheet (See Addendum #6 for report) which the VA Carries.  Next is 
Nurse Call Center at the Wilmington VAMC.  The Nurse Call Center operates Monday thru 
Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. and staffed by registered nurses.  Veterans may call the 
Nurse Call Center to ask a medical or mental health question, report symptoms they are 
experiencing, and seek medical advice about medical or mental health conditions.  After 
hours and holiday to speak with a nurse, call 888-558-3812.  Also asked the VA if they could 
have a VA information table at our convention this year? 
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2017 Wheelchair Games: Raymond Abbott  
 
 He is the Logistics Manager, for the Wilmington VAMC, to the 2017 Wheelchair Games.  
The 37th National Veterans Wheelchair Games will be held this year in Cincinnati, OH from 
July 17 thru 22. His wife and he will be transporting the equipment to the games once again and 
are soliciting donations to help with the food and lodging.  They will be leaving July 15, 
returning July 22.  Please make checks payable to the Department of Delaware, The American 
Legion and put “Wheelchair Games” in the memo.  The mailing address is Canal Post 25, P O 
Box 70, Middletown, DE 19709.  
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None. 
 

SPECIAL MOTION 
 

Motion by James Lafferty and seconded by Michael Havel that all reports be received and filed 
except those requiring action.  Motion passed. 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Department Commander Crouser announced that the next DEC meeting is scheduled on 
Saturday, March 25, 2017, at 11:00 AM, at Charles E. Durney Post #27, 1604 Lancaster Avenue, 
Wilmington, DE 19805.  Access to the post parking lot is via Tulip Street.  He will have the 
department adjutant include a map in the notice of meeting. 

 
TECHNICAL MOTION 

 
 A motion by Michael Havel and seconded by Larry Marcouillier that instructs the 
Department Adjutant to review the Minutes of the Department Executive Committee meeting, 
make any necessary corrections without changing the intent of the Department Executive 
Committee, and proceed to edit and distribute the Minutes.  Motion passed. 

 
CLOSING CEREMONIES 

 
 Closing ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies 
with Wayne Hicks, Chaplain, giving the Benediction.  Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser declared 
the Department Executive Committee meeting of the Department of Delaware, The American 
Legion, and Inc. adjourned at 1:15 PM. 
 The Minutes were recorded and prepared by Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant. 
 

 
     Richard J. Santos 



 

Honorable Service - Moral Obligation 
 

Addendum 1 
 

 

Department of Delaware
The American Legion, Inc.
2017 Membership Report

Tuesday, January 17, 2017

       

 
Post Paid Goal Percent Need G LY ATH Del 85%

1 35 0 35 47 74.468% 12 46 2,697    3 5
10 438 45 393 466 84.335% 73 461 463    10 3
12 32 6 26 33 78.788% 7 32 188    3 2
13 63 8 71 68 104.412% 3 66 117 % $  3 13
18 347 60 287 364 78.846% 77 359 398    8 22
21 58 6 52 61 85.246% 9 59 274    3 0
25 239 15 224 284 78.873% 60 280 390    6 17
27 75 26 101 97 104.124% 4 94 249 % $  4 19
29 56 14 42 58 72.414% 16 56 139    3 7
30 462 5 457 507 90.138% 50 501 872    11 26

 
1,805 117 1,688 1,985 85.038% 297 1,954  54 1

  
2 1,703 86 1,617 1,990 81.256% 373 1,963 2,134    34 75
3 68 3 65 73 89.041% 8 71 242    3 3
7 397 23 420 432 97.222% 12 427 477    10 53

14 256 50 306 331 92.447% 25 326 489    8 25

2,424 16 2,408 2,826 85.209% 418 2,787 55 6
 

5 302 26 276 324 85.185% 48 319 336    8 1
6 467 51 416 484 85.950% 68 479 595    10 5
8 89 13 102 103 99.029% 1 101 189  $  4 14

15 18 1 17 20 85.000% 3 19 131    2 0
17 394 25 419 435 96.322% 16 430 430    10 49
19 298 2 300 326 92.025% 26 321 692    8 23
20 13 1 14 13 107.692% 1 13 138 % $  2 3
22 8 0 8 8 100.000% 0 8 106 % $  2 1
24 353 2 355 394 90.102% 39 389 409    9 20
28 2,613 393 2,220 2,858 77.677% 638 2,823 3,260    46 209
37 20 2 18 21 85.714% 3 20 46    2 0
39 15 0 15 16 93.750% 1 15 99  $  2 1

4,590 430 4,160 5,002 83.167% 842 4,937   105 92

HQ 4 374 74 300 482 62.241% 182 415    110
  

Total 9,193 637 8,556 10,295 83.108% 1,739 10,093    214 195

New 
Castle 

Kent 
District

Sussex 
District

2016 
Paid As 

Of 
01/15/16

Dept. 
Target Date 

1/17/2017
Plus or 
Minus 

to 2016

2017 2016 As 
Of 

07/31/16

All 
Time 
High

Goal Attained



 

Honorable Service - Moral Obligation 
 

   
Addendum 2 

 

Sons of The American Legion 
 

Detachment of Delaware 
2017 Membership Report  
Tuesday, January 17, 2017 

               
                Detachment 

Target Date  2016 Plus or 
Minus 
to 2016 

2017 2016 Paid 
As Of 

07/31/2016 

        
  Paid as of   Goal All 

Time 
High 

  Attained   01/17/17 

Sqdn# 1/15/2016 Paid Goal Need Percent   G LY ATH Del 60% 

                              
2 145 30 115 239 124 48.12% 235 258         4 28 
5 45 6 39 45 6 86.67% 43 51         3 12 
6 57 3 60 75 15 80.00% 73 83         3 15 
7 102 7 95 139 44 68.35% 136 151         4 12 
8 23 23 0 24 24 0.00% 22 24         2 14 
14 114 42 72 180 108 40.00% 177 226         3 36 
17 120 8 128 151 23 84.77% 148 151         5 37 
18 32 1 33 34 1 97.06% 32 34     $   3 13 
19 107 50 157 154 3 101.95% 151 156   % $ & 5 65 
24 133 7 126 151 25 83.44% 148 155         5 35 
25 17 1 16 21 5 76.19% 19 29         2 3 
28 794 67 727 1,053 326 69.04% 1,037 1,147         17 95 
30 154 38 116 201 85 57.71% 198 201         4 5 

                              
Det. 1,843 159 1,684 2,467 783 68.26% 2,419         60 204 

 
  



 

 

Addendum 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc.
2017 Membership Report

On-Line Membership Renewal Credits as of

 
Earned Credits 

To Date
Less Credits 

Used To Date
Credits 

Available
Post Per 
Capita Credit Balance

Post #

1 1 0 1 $10.50 $10.50
2 283 271 12 $10.50 126.00
3 7 6 1 $10.50 10.50
4 66 0 66 $10.50 693.00
5 42 42 0 $10.50 0.00
6 35 34 1 $5.50 5.50
7 55 55 0 $7.50 0.00
8 7 0 7 $10.50 73.50

10 72 67 5 $11.50 57.50
12 1 0 1 $0.50 0.50
13 4 4 0 $0.50 0.00
14 26 0 26 $10.50 273.00
15 2 0 2 $5.50 11.00
17 60 0 60 $10.50 630.00
18 59 59 0 $5.50 0.00
19 33 31 2 $5.50 11.00
20 2 2 0 $5.50 0.00
21 12 0 12 $0.50 6.00
22 0 0 0 -$15.50 0.00
24 52 52 0 $5.50 0.00
25 39 39 0 $10.50 0.00
27 5 0 5 $10.50 52.50
28 386 384 2 $10.50 21.00
29 3 3 0 $5.50 0.00
30 54 53 1 $10.50 10.50
37 0 0 0 $0.50 0.00
39 0 0 0 -$4.50 0.00

1306 1102 204 $1,992.00

Tuesday, January 17, 2017



 

 

Addendum 4 
 
Member signups for the LIT “No Cost Accidental Death Protection” in the amount of $5,000 in 

Accidental Death Protection. 
 
 

Post Members 
Count

# of Members Term 
Date 08/31/16

Signups Since 
1/1/2015

Unknown 34 693
Delaware Post #1 46 2 2
Walter L. Fox Post #2 1,963 198 226
Milford Post #3 71 14 14
HQ Post #4 415 28 16
Henlopen Post #5 319 68 55
Nanticoke Post #6 479 208 194
Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7 427 45 55
Sussex Post #8 101 22 12
Lt. J. Allison O'Daniel Post #10 461 130 108
Brandywine Post #12 32 20 19
Robert L. Taylor Post #13 66 13 11
David C. Harrison Post #14 326 16 24
Glen Rayne Post #15 19 9 3
William T. Spooner Post #17 430 115 85
Richard C. DuPont Post #18 359 121 103
Laurel Post #19 321 137 99
Milton Post #20 13 4 3
Laurence Roberts Post #21 59 41 20
Dagsboro Post #24 389 92 72
Middletown Post #25 280 77 55
Charles E. Durney Post #27 94 2 3
Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 2,823 716 450
First State Post #29 56 20 26
Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 501 177 128
Prattis-Deshields Post #37 20 3 2
Selbyville Post #39 15 4 6

Department Total 10,085 2,316 2,484
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Addendum 8 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Checks Payable and Sent To: The American Legion 
 Department of Delaware 
 PO Box 930, Seaford, DE 
 19973 
Tel: 302-628-5221 Email: adjutant@delegion.org 
  

 

 
 

Cash Bar at 5:45 PM 
 

Followed by Dinner & 
Program 

 
$33 per Person 

 
Tables of 8 

 

Cutoff Date -  
March 12, 2017 

 

Entrées: Roast Beef, 
Fried Chicken, 

Scalloped Oysters & 
Crab Au Gratin 

 

Coat & Tie 
 

 

 



 

 

Addendum 9 
The American Legion 

 
 
 

           For God and Country 
 

2017 National Convention Housing Form, Reno, Nevada 
 
Hotel: Peppermill Resort Spa and Casino 
Address: 2707 South Virginia Avenue, Reno, NV 89502 
Tel:  775-826-2121 or 800-282-2444  
 
Daily Rate Schedule: $137 Per Room/Maximum up to 2 Persons  
Rollaway: Complimentary 
Tax Rate 13%: $17.81 
Total Daily Rate/Deposit: $154.81 
City Fee: $2 per room night  
Valet Parking: Complimentary  
Self-Parking: Free self-parking 
  
Name: ________________________________  Room Mate #1: ______________________ 
 
Address:    _____________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________   Address: ____________________________ 
 
Telephone:  ____________________________ Telephone: __________________________ 
 
Room Mate #3 _______________________ Room Mate #4 _______________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
    
Address: ____________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
   
Telephone: __________________________ Telephone: __________________________ 
 
Arrival Information Departure Information 
 
Date: ____________ Day: _______________ Date: ______________ Day: ____________ 
 
Rooms Choice Circle One: King Double 
 
Total Number of Nights: ______ Check No: __________    Deposit Amount: $154.81 
 
Check Payable:   Department of Delaware 
Send Form and Check to: Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
 
Date: ____________________   Signature: __________________________________________ 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org 



 

 

Addendum 10a 
 
The American Legion 

 
 
 

           For God and Country 
 
 

CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK AD FORM 
 
 
The 99th Annual Department Convention is scheduled for July 13-14, 2017, at the Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino, 1131 N Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901.  A 99th Annual Department Convention 
Program Book will be published and distributed to the delegates and guests.  Like most activities in 
The American Legion, the convention is a self-supporting activity.  Districts, posts, units, squadrons, 
chapters, past commander and president associations, and candidates for office are encouraged to 
purchase an ad.  Also, post business associates and outside vendors may take an ad.  Each outside 
organization or business will receive a copy of the booklet. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Email the ad copy to convbook@delegion.org in Microsoft Word© format if possible, otherwise mail 
the ad copy with the form and payment.  Fill out the form and return it with ad copy and payment to 
Convention Program Book, P.O. Box 383, Camden, DE 19934-0383, no later than June 5, 2017.  
Make checks payable to the Department of Delaware. 
 
Name: ____ ________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ Tel: _________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ___________ 
 
 
Size of Ad - Check One: Full Page $125 _ __ Half Page $65 ___ Business Card $25 ___ 
 
Check Amount: _____________Check Number: __________ Ad Copy: __Attached__Emailed 
 
Contact Name for Ad Copy Questions: ____________________________ Tel #___________ 
 
 
Date: ____________________ Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 Print Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 
Ad Sold By:_________________________ to be credited to Post No. _____________________ 
 
 
 
 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org 
 



 

 

Addendum 10b 
 
 
The American Legion 

 
 
 

           For God and Country 
 
 

CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK AD FORM 
 
 
The 99th Annual Department Convention is scheduled for July 13-14, 2017, at the Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino, 1131 N Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901.  A 99th Annual Department Convention 
Program Book will be published and distributed to the delegates and guests.  Like most activities in 
The American Legion, the convention is a self-supporting activity.  Districts, posts, units, squadrons, 
chapters, past commander and president associations, and candidates for office are encouraged to 
purchase an ad.  Also, post business associates and outside vendors may take an ad. Each outside 
organization or business will receive a copy of the booklet. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Email the ad copy to convbook@delegion.org in Microsoft Word© format if possible, otherwise mail 
the ad copy with the form and payment. Fill out the form and return it with ad copy and payment to 
Convention Program Book, P.O. Box 383, Camden, DE 19934-0383, no later than June 5, 2017. Make 
checks payable to the Department of Delaware. 
 
Name: ____ ________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ Tel: _________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ___________ 
 
 
Size of Ad - Check One: ______Inside Front Cover $250  _____Back Outside Cover $250 

  ________ Back Inside Cover $225 

 
Check Amount: _____________Check Number: __________ Ad Copy: __Attached__Emailed 
 
Contact Name for Ad Copy Questions: ____________________________ Tel #___________ 
 
 
Date: ____________________ Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 Print Name: __________________________________________ 
 
Ad Sold By:_________________________ to be credited to Post No. _____________________ 
 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org 
 



 

 

Addendum 11 
Post Name to be listed in Program Book Under:    

  26   

  27   

  28   

  29   

  30   

  31   

  32   

  33   

  34   

  35   

  36   

  37   

  38   

  39   

  40   

  41   

  42   

  43   

  44   

  45   

  46   

  47   

  48   

  49   

  50   

Names that cannot be read by the Convention Book Chairman may not be printed or printed correctly. 
 



 

 

Addendum 12 
The American Legion 

 
 
 
       

        For God and Country 
Audit Committee 

 
The Department Audit Committee met at the Department Headquarters on Wednesday, November 9, 2016. Present at the 
meeting were the following members: James Lafferty, Rebecca Crouser, Kim M. Endres and John A. Endres, Department 
Finance Officer. Also attending were Commander Jeffrey Crouser, Vice Commander Maryanna Moderhak and Assistant 
Adjutant Robert Michael. Those present reviewed printed reports of the Budget vs Actual for each Department Budget as 
well as printed detailed reports of expenditures and revenue. It was noted by the committee that the Finance Officer is doing 
a great job of making detailed entries on the income and expenses thus eliminating the need to pull the actual checks to 
verify the expense. 

The following report is a summary of the findings as well as the follow up information received by the chair from the 
appropriate personnel. 
 
Department Convention Funds Report -   

There is no deposit showing a donation from Nanticoke Post #6 for the hospitality room.  Robert Michael will check with 
the Finance Officer at Post 6 to verify a donation was made in the amount of $1,000.  
 
The payment was not made per the Commander of Nanticoke Post No. 6. A check was received and deposited by the DFO 
and credited to the July 2016 Department Convention Hospitality room. 
 
There was much discussion among the members present that the Budget Committee needs to address the issue of the 
ongoing net loss and the Department’s need to supplement the expenses. The Budget Committee needs to discuss and find a 
solution and/or show a budget line in the Operating Budget that outlines how much is being supplemented. The 
Commander requested a correct Budget vs Actual report so that he can take copies with him to Post visitations and stress 
the importance of the hospitality room contributions. 
 
Restricted Funds Report –  

Finance Officer will verify the coding of Check #49807 3/8/16 National Treasurer - $202.40 coded to 75042 Holiday 
Sweepstakes Printing memo’d as HQTS Caging. Verify that the account 75042 is correct vs 75045 Caging. 
 
Detachment Funds Report –  

No findings reported.     The Committee discussed that the Detachment needs to be reminded that the net income is to be 
added to their savings and preserved for emergency future use (building a rainy day fund). 
Operating Funds Report –  

Account 40320 Royalty Income – CVS Prescription Royalty Income and CVS/Caremark program – Please request details 
be provided to members on these programs. 

Per The department Adjutant these are old programs that the National Organization had at one time which we still receive 
residual income from. It is minimal each year and decreasing until there will be no more. 
 
Account 70715 – Special Gifts – Discussion as to the coding for the donation to ALA Emergency Fund ($500) which was 
the National Presidents Project. Refer back to the Budget Committee for discussion on creating a new account labeled 
National ALA President Project Donation vs being under Special Gifts. For Tax purposes it should be classified under the 
donations section.  
 
A new account will be created to classify this as a donation. 
 
Grant in Aid Funds Report – 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org 
 



 

 

Account 44030 Boys State Program showed a donation from a participant family which should have been coded to the 
Restricted Funds.   
 Finance 
Officer corrected the error. 
 
Headquarters Post 4 Funds Report – 

No findings reported 
 
In addition to the audit conducted by the committee members, Chairman Endres requested that Finance Committee member 
and Past Department Commander Larry Marcouillier review the reports used by the committee in the audit and select 
random checks to verify in person at the Headquarters office to ensure that the backup material attached to the check 
supported the actual payment and to ensure that the proper procedures were followed in approving the payment and that it 
was within the approved budget. 
 
At the request of the Department Finance Officer, I have been reviewing the QuickBooks data to ensure that the various 
accounts are being correctly charged and specifically that the Department is being reimbursed for the various expenses that 
Department prepays (i.e. National Convention Hotel Rooms, Banquet tickets etc.). The following items have been 
identified as issues. 

1. 2015 Baltimore National Convention Hotel Rooms Master Billing vs actual chares to the Credit Card - 
A spreadsheet was created to cross check the Reservation List maintained by the DADJ to the amounts deposited 
and recorded by the DFO in QuickBooks to the Master Billing list supplied by the Marriott Hotel to the actual 
charges to the DADJ credit card. A major discrepancy has been discovered and the DADJ is reviewing the 
information. It was requested that a letter be sent to the Hotel outlining the findings and requesting that the 
overpayment be refunded. 

2. 2016 Cincinnati National Convention Banquet tickets – Department prepaid to National a total of 30 
tickets at a cost of $46 each. Three additional tickets were purchased at a cost of $48 each. Per the 
DADJ all 33 tickets were sold to members at a cost of $46 each. According to the cross check of the 
DADJ spreadsheet and QuickBooks there is an outstanding balance of $98. Of this amount $1 is for an 
overpayment, $1 is for an underpayment and $6 is for the additional cost ($48 vs $46) leaving a 
balance of $92. It is believed by the DADJ that these two tickets were paid for although no record can 
be verified in QuickBooks. The DADJ has no record as the spreadsheet was a recreated one after the 
computer crashed in May.  
It is recommended at this time that the DFO write the remaining balance off to National Convention 
Expense Account No. 70850 Hospitality Room Expense to clear the liability account 25020 – National 
Convention Banquet. 

A recommendation has been made to the DFO that going forward copies of the actual checks received for prepayments 
should be made prior to deposit along with a printed copy of the DADJ spreadsheet at that date and that these copies be 
kept in a separate folder for auditing purposes at the conclusion of the function. 
 
Finance Officer reports that he is now complying with this request. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kim M Endres 
Chair Audit Committee 
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Addendum 14 
 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

OCTOBER 12-13, 2016 
 
Resolution No. 6: Youth Cadet Law Enforcement  
Committee Origin: Americanism Commission  
Submitted By: Finance Commission  
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 59, titled “Urging the National American Legion to Establish a National Junior Law 
Cadet ‘Law & Order’ Program,” adopted at the 1985 National Convention directed that The American Legion conduct a 
feasibility study of such a program in order to stimulate respect for law enforcement, patriotism and responsible citizenship; 
and  
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 27, titled “Junior Law Cadet ‘Law & Order’ Program,” adopted at the 1987 Fall 
Meeting of the National Executive Committee proposed that The American Legion adopt the concept of this program as an 
annual Americanism program and each department be urged to implement such a Junior Law Cadet “Law & Order” 
program; and  
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 13, titled “Proponency for the Junior Law Cadet ‘Law and Order’ Program,” adopted 
at the 1990 Fall Meeting of the National Executive Committee assigned proponency for the Junior Law Cadet “Law and 
Order” program to the Law and Order Committee of the National Security Commission; and 
  WHEREAS, Resolution No. 52, titled “Department Junior Law Cadet Programs,” adopted at the 2005 National 
Convention in Honolulu, Hawaii, urged departments to develop Junior Law Cadet programs and that a national program be 
eventually established; and  
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 37, titled “Junior Law Cadet Program” adopted by the National Executive Committee 
on May 4-5, 2011, had the proponency and administration of the Junior Law Cadet Program transferred from the National 
Security Commission to the Americanism Commission; and  
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 30 adopted by the National Executive Committee on May 7-8, 2014, changed the 
name of The American Legion Junior Law Cadet Program to The American Legion Youth Cadet Law Enforcement 
Program; and  
 WHEREAS, American Legion departments have been encouraged to sponsor Youth Cadet Law Enforcement 
programs in cooperation with their state police or highway patrol, of which the names of department programs have varied 
to include such terms as the Student Trooper Program, Trooper Week Program, Law Enforcement Training, etc.; and 
 WHEREAS, The program may be made available to high school students who have completed their junior year 
and are in good academic standing and possess good moral character and the desire to learn more about the law 
enforcement profession; and  
 WHEREAS, Program content may vary across the departments however most programs include classroom law 
enforcement training, hands-on police training and physical fitness training; and WHEREAS, Currently only 19 American 
Legion departments have a Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program and the vision is for the vast majority to have this 
program; and  
 WHEREAS, While the Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program is sound at its core, it is to the benefit of The 
American Legion to ensure continued growth, and accessibility of American Legion Youth Cadet Law Enforcement 
Program participants and departments; and  
 WHEREAS, The Americanism Commission, Internal Affairs Commission and the Finance Commission have each 
adopted this resolution and recommend it to the National Executive Committee for favorable action; now, therefore, be it 
 RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting assembled in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 12-13, 2016, That the national commander is hereby authorized to formally establish a 
Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee; and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee shall develop, coordinate, facilitate and foster 
strategies to promote development, sustainability, growth and viability of the Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program; and, 
be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee shall report to the Americanism Commission; 
and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee shall consist of a chairman, vice-chairman and 
not to exceed five (5) other members selected from the Americanism Commission or from at large; and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the chairman shall not be appointed from among the members of the committee and the vice 
chairman shall be appointed from among the members of the committee; and, be it further RESOLVED, That at its fall 
meeting each year, the National Executive Committee shall appoint, upon nomination by the national commander, the 
chairman, vice chairman and not to exceed five (5) other members of the committee to serve in such capacity for one year; 
and, be it further 



 

 

 RESOLVED, That the national commander is authorized to make such interim appointments as may be required to 
fill vacancies in unexpired terms, subject to ratification by the National Executive Committee at its next ensuing meeting; 
and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That there is authorized to be affiliated with this committee one (1) or more consultants who may 
either be a representative of The American Legion or a non-member of The American Legion, and who shall be appointed 
for term of one year, or until the close of the next succeeding fall meeting of the National Executive Committee; and, be it 
further  
 RESOLVED, That the total composition of the committee shall consist of those with a strong background in law 
enforcement and/or experience with youth programs; and, be it further RESOLVED, That the chairman of the Youth Cadet 
Law Enforcement Committee will be a member or an ex-officio member of the Americanism Commission as applicable; 
and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That purposes of this committee are: • To formulate and recommend guidelines (administrative and 
safety), policies, strategic plans and activities of The American Legion Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program • To 
review and be familiar with the resolutions pertaining to The American Legion Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program • 
To promote The American Legion Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program and its principles • To develop and engage in 
methodology encouraging those departments without an American Legion Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program to 
establish one • To promote uniform branding of The American Legion in prominence in all Youth Cadet Law Enforcement 
Programs • To work towards the ultimate goal of establishing a national capstone program • Such other purposes as may be 
assigned to it by the Americanism Commission; and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee be authorized to meet at the same time the 
Americanism Commission meets; and, be it finally   
 RESOLVED, That the “Outline of Authorization: Membership and Purpose for Commissions and Committees” 
shall be updated to reflect the above. 

 
 
 

  



 

 

Addendum 15 
 
 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

OCTOBER 12-13, 2016 
 
Resolution No. 8: Use of the English Language in all Official Meetings of The American Legion  
Origin: Internal Affairs Commission  
Submitted By: Internal Affairs Commission ( 
As amended)  
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 298 (National Convention 2016), Subject: English Language Be Declared As The 
Official United States Language, encouraged Congressional legislation to establish English as the official national 
language; and  
 WHEREAS, The American Legion is a national organization of veterans who come from many ethnic 
backgrounds and who have dedicated themselves to the service of the community, state and nation; and  
 WHEREAS, These Americans, although keeping their ethnic and cultural background active, were urged to learn 
the English language while serving in the Armed Forces; and  
 WHEREAS, In some cases either a post, district/county or department, due to their ethnic background, does 
conduct their meetings in a language common to its background, but they also have to recognize the fact that there may be 
members not fluent in the chosen language; and  
 WHEREAS, It is the intent of this resolution to protect the rights of every Legionnaire and veteran by ensuring 
that they are afforded the opportunity to understand, participate in, and be informed about every subject that arises in any 
American Legion meeting or correspondence; now, therefore, be it  
 RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting assembled in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 12-13, 2016, That every department, district/county and post is strongly urged to conduct 
official meetings in English not only because it is the position of The American Legion that English should be the official 
language of the United States of America, but also to ensure that every Legionnaire and veteran is afforded the opportunity 
to understand, participate in, and be informed about every subject that arises in an American Legion meeting or is part of 
any official correspondence or published media; and, be it, finally  
 RESOLVED, That the intent of this resolution be incorporated in the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies. 
  



 

 

Addendum 16 
 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

OCTOBER 12-13, 2016 
 
Resolution No. 16: Expectations for Rendering Proper Respect when Participating in Programs 
of The American Legion  
Origin: Americanism Commission  
Submitted By: Americanism Commission  
(As amended)  
 
 WHEREAS, The American Legion since its founding has supported this country, and 
 WHEREAS, Countless members of The American Legion died defending the Constitution of 
the United States and the First Amendment; and  
 WHEREAS, The American Legion has fought bigotry, racism and similar concepts since its 
founding; and  
 WHEREAS, The Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion pledges that “For God 
and Country” we shall associate ourselves together “To foster and perpetuate a 100 percent 
Americanism”; and  
 WHEREAS, There have been public displays of disrespect to the Flag of the United States, 
including during the National Anthem, by certain individuals, groups and others failing to show respect 
thereto; and  
 WHEREAS, The American Legion realizes there are proper platforms for expressing protest or 
disagreement; and  
 WHEREAS, The American Legion vehemently rejects using disrespect to the Flag of the 
United States or the National Anthem as a platform for publicly expressing protest or disagreement; 
now, therefore, be it  
 RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular 
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 12-13, 2016, That The American Legion 
expects participants of all its programs to show proper respect to the Flag of the United States, at all 
times, including during the National Anthem; and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the national organization of The American Legion recommends to 
departments and posts that the chairman or director of any American Legion program make clear to all 
participants in advance of the program that The American Legion has the expectation for rendering 
proper respect to the Flag of the United States, at all times, including during the National Anthem; and, 
be it further  
 RESOLVED, That if any participant of any program of The American Legion cannot or will 
not live up to this expectation, the individual should not be a participant in American Legion programs; 
and, be it finally  
 RESOLVED, That if any participant of any national-level program of The American Legion 
cannot or will not live up to this expectation, the individual will be removed from the program and not 
be allowed any further participation. 
 
  



 

 

Addendum 17 
 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

OCTOBER 12-13, 2016 
 
Resolution No. 2: Establish Guidelines for Acceptance of Outside Offers of Membership Benefits  
Origin: Marketing Commission  
Submitted By: Finance Commission  
 
 WHEREAS, The intent of Resolution No. 33 (NEC, May 9-10, 1984, “Establish Guidelines for Acceptance of 
Outside Offers of Membership Benefits”) is still valid; and  
 WHEREAS, The structure of The American Legion has changed since 1984; and  
 WHEREAS, Market conditions existing in 1984 are largely not relevant to today; and  
 WHEREAS, The American Legion desires to continue to offer membership benefits that can be executed 
expeditiously; now, therefore, be it  
 RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting assembled in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 12-13, 2016, That any offer of a discount program, special service, or other “member 
benefit” offered by any entity whatsoever shall conform to the following guidelines before acceptance by The American 
Legion:  
1. The service, merchandise, discount or other benefit of value must be offered to any member of The American Legion in 
good standing who wishes to avail him/herself of the offer  
2. The acceptance of an offer by The American Legion to participate shall not entail the expenditure of any funds not 
specifically approved by the Finance Commission  
3. The acceptance of such “member benefit” by The American Legion on behalf of its members does not constitute an 
endorsement of the offering entity or of the product or service, neither shall The American Legion’s letters patent or 
trademarks be used in promoting the “member benefit” without the expressed permission to the offering entity by The 
American Legion  
4. Acceptance of an offer by The American Legion on behalf of its members does not grant exclusivity to the entity 
offering the “member benefit” nor does it preclude The American Legion from accepting a similar offer from another such 
entity; and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the national adjutant be and is hereby authorized to accept proposals for “member benefits” 
from persons, commercial firms, corporations, or organizations provided that such proposals have been approved by the 
national judge advocate for legal sufficiency, and approved by the Marketing Commission chairman and the Finance 
Commission chairman, and has the consent of the national commander; and, be it further  
 RESOLVED, That the National Executive Committee will be apprised of all such agreements entered into at each 
of its scheduled meetings through the report of the Marketing Commission; and, be it finally  
 RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 33 (NEC, May 9-10, 1984) is hereby superseded and rescinded. 


